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Already for several years Egypt and few WP ticks were waiting me. Finally this May I made the trip with
Mikko Järvinen and Jorma Tenovuo. It was long time open if Mohamed Habib can guide us as agreed
in July 2018 but in the end he managed to do it. We left Helsinki May 22 in the evening and had night
flight to Hurghada via Istanbul with Turkish Airlines. I and Jorma got flight tickets a bit over 400€ but
Mikko managed to find an offer of 299€ in return!

We arrived (May 23) in Hurghada airport 3am and took a hotel for few hours to have some rest prior
Mohamed came to pick up us 7am. He lives in Hurghada. It was nice to meet first time Mohamed face
to face. Then Mohamed proposed that we drive first north because currently was extremely hot weather
and the temperature would be too high in south. The first target was near Ras Sudr in Sinai west coast
around 50km south of Suez canal tunnel.

We arrived to the target place later in the afternoon after a long drive without seeing anything special.
Few checking points were in Suez prior the tunnel and another one on a way to south in Sinai side. The
birding site was near holiday resorts and the guard did not allow us to enter in the area. After some
discussion and phonecalls Mohamed finally managed to agree that he pays some money to the guard
(300EGP) that we were allowed to drive to the shores from where we had almost 2km long walk on the
bridge to the end reaching the sandy islands. However, the last part of the bridge to the sandy island
was broken and water level was unusually high according to Mohamed. Thus, we looked our target
bird, Saunders's Terns, from the bridge end with Mikko's scope. One pair was breeding not so far
away and at least 15 Saunders's/Little Tern size birds were flying at the western end of the sandy
island. According to Mohamed they all should be Saunders's Terns.



Tens of Lesser Crested Terns were flying forth and back near our watching point. We found 2 Greater
Crested Terns sitting on an island closer to the resorts and Sinai shores.

A group of White-cheeked Terns passed our watching point as well. 15+ White-eyed Gulls were flying
near the sandy island.





After a long walk we finally reached the western end of the bridge but unfortunately we could not walk
to the island to see closer Saunders's Terns, not get any photos. At least we did not disturb their
breeding. In the heat of over +40C was nice to be in the shadow of the bridge end.

For the night we went to Ras Sudr where we ate our dinner. Mohamed waited until sun had gone down
because it was Ramadan time. He did not even drink any water during the whole day. It did not apply to
us. We stayed the night in Ras Sudr and left early next morning (May 24) back to Suez.

We drove on the west side of Suez channel up to the city of Ismailia. From there we then continued
toward west. Our next site was Al Abbassa area with fish ponds and farms.

More than ten Common Myna pairs were breeding on the electricity poles by the Suez channel. The
species is in cat C in Egypt.

Our road followed a channel towards Al Abbassa area. We counted tens of Pied Kingfishers by the
channel. Around 11am we arrived in the site where our main target was Senegal Coucal. I missed the
species in my first Egypt trip in spring 2008. The area is huge and number of birds was something else
compared to Sinai sand and dust.

Mohamed knew one site where we searched Coucal. It took almost 4 hours until Jorma finally noticed
the bird sitting on a wire near the electricity pole by the road when we were already thinking to leave the
area. Local people told to Mohamed that they had seen the bird earlier in the morning. It is not an easy
bird as it can hide long times inside reedbeds.



Senegal Coucal sitting on a wire until it flew off to the reedbed nearby and disappeared.

What a relief when the target bird was finally seen. We photographed number of other good species in
the area.



Three Senegal Thicknees were hiding by a fishpool in the day heat.



Clamorous Reed Warblers were common in the area…

...as well were Zitting Cisticolas.



Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters were catching frequently bees.



 Few Little Bitterns were hiding in those numerous reedbeds.



Few Whiskered Terns were flying over the pools as well.



 Local breeding Barn Swallows, ssp savignii, have fully redbrown belly.



Few Bank Swallows were among them as well.



Several Little Grebes were breeding on the pools.



Spur-winged Lapwings are common species in any wetland or marshy areas.






























































