
1 
 

One week trip to the Gambia 4. - 10.2.2003 

Markku Jämsä and Jussi Lindström 

  

Places and dates 

4.2. Abuko and Kotu 
5.2. Pirang and Bush Track (nearly all the raptors of this day has been seen in Bush Track) 
6.2. Katongu (Cow carcass place on the way to Tendaba) and Tendaba in the evening 
7.2. Tendaba, including boat trip to the river of Gambia and mangrova swamp area in the morning 
8.2. Tendaba area in the morning 
9.2. Marakissa 

10.2. Brufut, Tanji beach, Kotu and departure 

For more detailed site descriptions, see for example Rod Ward: A Birdwatcher's Guide to the Gambia, and 
several trip reports in web sites. Goal of this report is to give idea about numbers of different species in 
different sites in the beginning of February (2003). Specially interesting species or personal highlights of the 
trip have been written bold. 

 
Terns at river Gambia. 
 

 
African silverbill at Kotu. 
 

  

List of species 

Scientific Finnish English 4.2. 5.2. 6.2. 7.2. 8.2. 9.2. 10.2. Total 
Tachybaptus ruficollis pikku-uikku Little Grebe 25 - - - - - - 25 
Pelecanus rufescens afrikanpelikaani Pink-backed Pelican - 15 - 100 5 - 1 120 
Phalacrocorax carbo merimetso Great cormorant - - 10 - - - - 10 
Phalacrocorax 
africanus kaislamerimetso Reed Cormorant 40 2 - - - 2 - 40 

Anhinga rufa afrikankäärmekaula African Darter 2 - - 20 - 1 - 20 
Ardea cinerea harmaahaikara Grey Heron 2 2 1 50 5 - - 60 
Ardea melanocephala kobolttihaikara Black-headed Heron 3 2 - - - 1 - 6 
Ardea goliath goljathaikara Goliath Heron - - - 3 - - - 3 
Ardea purpurea ruskohaikara Purple Heron - 1 - - - - - 1 
Egretta alba jalohaikara Great Egret 1 2 1 15 10 2 2 30 
Egretta ardesiaca varjostajahaikara Black Heron 7 - - - - - - 7 
Egretta intermedia pikkujalohaikara Intermediate Egret 1 2 - - - - - 3 
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Egretta garzetta silkkihaikara Little Egret 3 - - - - - - 3 
Egretta gularis riuttahaikara Western Reef Heron 1 2 - 20 3 1 - 30 
Bubulcus ibis lehmähaikara Cattle Egret 5 20 10 - 5 10 20 70 
Ardeola ralloides rääkkähaikara Squacco Heron 5 4 - 40 5 - - 50 

Butorides striatus kyyryhaikara Green-backed (Striated) 
Heron 1 - - 20 - - - 20 

Nycticorax nycticorax yöhaikara Black-crowned Night 
Heron 20 - - - - - - 20 

Nycticorax 
leuconotus silmälasihaikara White-backed Night 

Heron 1 - - 1 - - - 2 

Scopus umbretta vasarapäähaikara Hamerkop 5 - 2 10 8 - - 25 
Mycteria ibis afrikaniibishaikara Yellow-billed Stork - - - 1 - - - 1 
Ciconia episcopus piispahaikara Woolly-necked Stork - - - 1 - - - 1 
Threskiornis 
aethiopicus pyhäiibis Sacred Ibis 10 - 1 6 - - - 20 

Hagedashia 
hagedash hadadaiibis Hadada Ibis - 2 - - - - - 2 

Platalea alba afrikankapustahaikara African Spoonbill 10 1 - - - 1 - 10 

Dendrocygna viduata naamioviheltäjäsorsa White-faced Whistling 
Duck 120 - - - - - - 120 

Pandion haliaetus sääksi (kalasääski) Osprey 2 1 - 2 - - - 5 
Elanus caeruleus liitohaukka Black-shouldered Kite 3 10 1 - 1 - 1 20 
Milvus migrans haarahaukka Black Kite 20 55 30 30 20 20 10 200 
Haliaeetus vocifer kiljumerikotka African Fish Eagle - - - 2 - - - 2 
Necrosyrtes monachus huppukorppikotka Hooded Vulture 100 100 100 3 50 30 5 400 
Gyps rueppellii suomukorppikotka Ruppell's Griffon - - 2* - 4 - - 6 

Gyps africanus savannikorppikotka African White-backed 
Vulture - 1 20* - 30 - - 50 

Gypohierax 
angolensis palmukorppikotka Palm-nut Vulture 1 1 6* - 2 2 - 12 

Circaetus cinereus ruskokäärmekotka Brown Snake Eagle - 1 - 1 1 - - 3 

Circaetus cinerascens jokikäärmekotka Smaller Banded Snake 
Eagle - - - - 1 - - 1 

Terathopius ecaudatus liitokotka Bateleur - - 1* - 2 1 - 4 

Melierax metabates afrikanlauluhaukka Dark Chanting 
Goshawk - 3 2 - 4 - - 9 

Micronisus gabar pikkulauluhaukka Gabar Goshawk - - 1 - 1 - - 2 
Polyboroides typus rosvohaukka African Harrier Hawk 2 15 20* 1 2 3 - 40 
Kaupifalco 
monogrammicus liskohaukka Lizard Buzzard 1 - - 1 - 2 1 5 

Butastur rufipennis heinäsirkkahaukka Grasshopper Buzzard-
Eagle - 3 1 1 2 - - 7 

Circus aeruginosus ruskosuohaukka Western Marsh Harrier 1 2 2 - 2 - - 7 
Accipiter badius arovarpushaukka Shikra 1 3 1 2 - 1 - 8 
Aquila rapax savannikotka Tawny Eagle - 1 1* - - - - 2 
Hieraeetus wahlbergi sirokotka Wahlberg's Eagle - 2 - - - - - 2 
Hieraeetus 
spilogaster afrikanvuorikotka African Hawk Eagle - 2 - - - - - 2 

Hieraeetus pennatus pikkukotka Booted Eagle 1 - 1 - - - - 2 
Spizaetus occipitalis töyhtökotka Long-crested Eagle - 3 2* - - - - 5 
Falco tinnunculus tuulihaukka Common Kestrel - 1 1 - - - - 2 
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Falco ardosiaceus harmaatuulihaukka Grey Kestrel 2 5 1 1 1 2 - 12 
Falco chicquera palmuhaukka Red-headed Falcon 1 - 1 - - - - 2 
Falco biarmicus keltapäähaukka Lanner Falcon - 1 - - - 1 - 2 
Falco peregrinus muuttohaukka Peregrine Falcon - - - 2 - 1 - 3 
Francolinus 
bicalcaratus kannusfrankoliini Double-spurred 

Francolin 4 - - 10 - 3 1 20 

Ptilopachus petrosus louhikkopyy Stone Partridge - - - - - - 4 4 
Amaurornis flavirotris - Black Crake 3 - - - - - - 3 
Gallinula sp liejukanalaji Moorhen species - - - - - 2 - 2 
Podica senegalensis afrikanuikkukana African Finfoot - - - 1 - - - 1 
Actophilornis africana afrikanjassana African Jacana 4 - - - - - - 4 
Rostratula 
benghalensis kultakurppo Painted-Snipe 2 - - - - - - 2 

Himantopus 
himantopus pitkäjalka Black-winged Stilt 30 - - - - - - 30 

Burhinus senegalensis sahelinpaksujalka Senegal Stone-Curlew 20 - 4 8 - - - 30 
Cursorius 
temminckii pikkuaavikkojuoksija Temminck's Courser - - 1 - 4 - - 5 

Vanellus spinosus kynsihyyppÃ Spur-winged Plover 30 5 10 35 5 - - 80 
Vanellus tectus afrikantöyhtöhyyppä Black-headed Plover - 5 5 - - - - 10 
Vanellus senegallus tuhkahyyppä Senegal Wattled Plover 6 20 5 5 - - - 40 
Pluvialis squatarola tundrakurmitsa Grey Plover 1 - - 4 4 - 1 10 
Charadrius hiaticula tylli Ringed Plover 10 1 - - - - 3 14 
Charadrius dubius pikkutylli Little Ringed Plover 2 - - - - - - 2 
Limosa lapponica punakuiri Bar-tailed Godwit 1 - - - - - 15 16 
Numenius phaeopus pikkukuovi Whimbrel 11 - - 5 2 - 3 21 
Numenius arquata kuovi Western Curlew - 1 - - 1 - - 2 
Tringa totanus punajalkaviklo Common Redshank 11 - - 5 2 - 3 21 
Tringa stagnatilis lampiviklo Marsh Sandpiper 2 - - - - - - 2 
Tringa nebularia valkoviklo Common Greenshank 10 - - 15 - - 1 30 
Tringa ochropus metsäviklo Green Sandpiper 6 - - - - - - 6 
Tringa glareola liro Wood Sandpiper 10 - - - - - - 10 
Actitis hypoleucos rantasipi Common Sandpiper 1 - - 10 1 1 - 10 
Arenaria interpres karikukko Ruddy Turnstone 2 - - 8 - - 20 30 
Calidris alba pulmussirri Sanderling - - - - - 1 10 10 
Calidris alpina suosirri Dunlin 2 - - - - - - 2 
Philomachus pugnax suokukko Ruff 1 - - - - - - 1 
Stercorarius 
pomarinus leveäpyrstökihu Pomarine skua - - - - - - 1 1 

Larus fuscus selkälokki Lesser Black-backed 
Gull - - - - - 10 30 40 

Larus cirrocephalus harmaapäälokki Grey-headed Gull 100 100 1 15 30 500 200 1000 
Larus ridibundus naurulokki Black-headed Gull - - - - - 1 5 6 
Larus genei kaitanokkalokki Slender-billed Gull - - - - - 2 30 30 

Chlidonias leucoptera valkosiipitiira White-winged Black 
Tern - - 3 2 - - - 5 

Sterna nilotica hietatiira Gull-billed Tern - 8 5 1 - - - 14 
Sterna caspia räyskä Caspian Tern - 1 1 5 - 3 1 11 
Sterna albifrons pikkutiira Little Tern - - - 10 - - - 10 
Sterna maximus kuningastiira Royal Tern - - 10 80 5 - 1 100 
Sterna sandvicensis riuttatiira Sandwich Tern - - - 30 - 30 10 70 
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Pterocles 
quadricinctus sahelinhietakyyhky Four-banded 

Sandgrouse - - - 1 - - - 1 

Columba livia kalliokyyhky Feral Rock Pigeon - - - - 8 - - 8 
Columba guinea afrikantäpläkyyhky Speckled Pigeon 4 20 2 - - 1 15 40 
Streptopelia 
roseogrisea saharanturturikyyhky African Collared Dove - - - 1 - - - 1 

Streptopelia decipiens vaikertajaturturikyyhky Mourning Collared 
Dove - - - 4 - - 1 5 

Streptopelia 
semitorquata savanniturturikyyhky Red-eyed Dove 5 50 - 1 - 10 - 70 

Streptopelia vinacea sahelinturturikyyhky Vinaceous Dove 2 1 1 - - 1 1 6 
Streptopelia 
senegalensis palmukyyhky Laughing Dove 30 100 50 20 10 20 10 250 

Turtur abyssinicus sahelinuikuttajakyyhky Black-billed Wood 
Dove 1 - 30 15 - 5 5 60 

Turtur afer sinitäpläkyyhky Blue-spotted Wood 
Dove 3 - - - - 1 - 4 

Oena capensis naamiokyyhky Namaqua Dove - 6 6 8 5 - - 25 

Treron waalia viikunakyyhky Yellow-bellied Green 
Pigeon - - - 30 6 - - 40 

Treron calva afrikanviherkyyhky African Green Pigeon - 4 - - - 4 - 8 
Poicephalus senegalus senegalinkaija Senegal Parrot 1 2 3 6 3 1 - 16 
Psittacula krameri kauluskaija Rose-ringed Parakeet 3 - 10 30 10 10 - 60 
Crinifer piscator harmaaturako Grey Plantain-eater 20 - 3 2 1 5 3 30 
Musophaga violacea guineanviolettiturako Violet Turaco 4 - - - - - - 4 
Tauraco persa vihertöyhtöturako Green Turaco 3 - - - - - - 3 
Centropus 
senegalensis afrikankukaali Senegal Coucal 2 1 - 4 4 3 1 15 

Bubo lacteus savannihuuhkaja Verreaux's Eagle Owl - - - - - - 1 1 
Glaucidium perlatum savannivarpuspöllö Pearl-spotted Owlet - 2 1 1 - - - 4 
Scotornis climacurus nauhakehrääjä Long-tailed Nightjar 2 - - 2 - - - 4 
Macrodipteryx 
longipennis viirikehrääjä Standard-winged 

Nightjar - - - 1 - - - 1 

Telacanthura ussheri suomukiitäjä Mottle-throated 
Spinetailed Swift - - - - 1 - - 1 

Cypsiurus parvus afrikanpalmukiitäjä African Palm Swift 1 200 30 - 10 - - 250 
Apus affinis pikkukiitäjä House Swift - 100 - 10 - - - 100 
Megaceryle maxima afrikankeisarikalastaja Giant Kingfisher 3 - - - - - 1 4 
Ceryle rudis kirjokalastaja Lesser Pied Kingfisher 5 - 2 40 1 5 - 50 
Alcedo cristata malakiittikalastaja Malachite Kingfisher 1 - - 5 - - - 6 

Halcyon malimbica sinirintakalastaja Blue-breasted 
Kingfisher - - 1 10 - - - 10 

Halcyon chelicuti viirukalastaja Striped Kingfisher - - 1 - 2 - - 3 
Merops pusillus kääpiömehiläissyöjä Little Bee Eater 5 - 1 - - - - 6 

Merops hirundineus haaramehiläissyöjä Swallow-tailed Bee 
Eater 2 - 1 - - 1 1 5 

Merops persicus vihermehiläissyöjä Blue-cheeked Bee 
Eater 3 10 - 5 - - - 20 

Merops apiaster mehiläissyöjä European Bee Eater - - - - 1 - - 1 
Coracias abyssinica abessiniansininärhi Abyssinian Roller - 2 1 10 6 - - 20 
Coracias naevia viirusininärhi Rufous-crowned Roller 1 1 2 - 2 - - 6 
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Coracias cyanogaster vaaleasininärhi Blue-bellied Roller 3 5 3 - 1 6 1 20 

Eurystomus glaucurus afrikansininärhi African Broad-billed 
Roller 1 - - - - - - 1 

Upupa epops harjalintu Hoopoe - - - 2 - - - 2 
Phoeniculus purpureus vihersäihkyjä Green Wood Hoopoe 10 3 5 - 5 10 - 30 
Phoeniculus 
aterrimus mustasäihkyjä Black Wood Hoopoe - - 2 - 2 - - 4 

Tockus fasciatus kirjotoko Pied Hornbill 3 - - - - 1 1 5 
Tockus nasutus harmaatoko African Grey Hornbill 3 - 2 4 2 3 1 15 
Tockus 
erythrorhynchus punanokkatoko Red-billed Hornbill 7 50 5 10 10 10 - 100 

Pogoniulus 
chrysoconus keltaotsaseppä Yellow-fronted 

Tinkerbird 1 - - 1 1 - - 3 

Lybius vieilloti veririntaseppä Vieillot's Barbet - 1 1 1 3 - - 6 
Lybius dubius loimuseppä Bearded Barbet - 1 2 - 3 3 - 9 
Indicator minor harmaahunajaopas Lesser Honeyguide - - - - - 2 1 3 
Jynx torquilla käenpiika Wryneck - - - - 1 - - 1 
Campethera 
punctuligera pisamatikka Fine-spotted 

Woodpecker 3 1 - - - - 2 6 

Dendropicos goertae liekkitikkanen Grey Woodpecker 1 - - - 1 2 - 4 
Galerida cristata töyhtökiuru Crested Lark - 20 - - - - - 20 

Eremopterix leucotis kastanjavarpuskiuru Chestnut-backed 
Sparrow-Lark - - 5 - 3 - - 8 

Hirundo lucida guineanhaarapääsky Red-chested Swallow 10 20 5 2 - 10 - 50 
Hirundo smithii jouhipääsky Wire-tailed Swallow 10 20 - 1 - 1 - 30 
Hirundo leucosoma pilkkasiipipääsky Pied-winged Swallow - - - - 1 - - 1 
Hirundo senegalensis isoruostepääsky Mosque Swallow - 50 - - - - - 50 
Hirundo daurica ruostepääsky Red-rumped Swallow - - - 3 - - - 3 
Motacilla flava keltavästäräkki Yellow Wagtail 3 1 1 - 3 - 1 9 
Motacilla alba västäräkki Pied (White) Wagtail - - - 2 1 - - 3 

Macronyx croceus keltakurkkuvästäräkki Yellow-throated 
Longclaw - - - - - 1 - 1 

Campephaga 
phoeniceaa afrikanmustakäpinkäinen Red-shouldered 

Cuckoo Shrike - - - - - 1 - 1 

Pycnonotus barbatus kyläbulbuli Garden Bulbul 18 10 10 10 10 20 - 80 
Pycnonotus virens pikkubulbuli Little Greenbul 5 - - - - - - 5 

Bleda canicapilla guineansukasnokka Grey-headed Bristle-
Bill 1 - - - - - - 1 

Dryoscopus 
gambensis isohuiskulepinkäinen Puffback 1 - 1 - - 2 - 4 

Tchagra senegala pensaslepinkäinen Black-headed Tchagra - 1 3 1 - - 1 6 
Laniarius barbarus guineanlepinkäinen Common Gonolek - - - 3 - - - 3 
Malaconotus 
blanchoti harmaapäälepinkäinen Grey-headed Bush 

Shrike - - - - - 1 - 1 

Corvinella corvina ruskoharakkalepinkäinen Yellow-billed Shrike 4 15 4 1 6 5 1 40 
Lanius senator punapäälepinkäinen Woodchat Shrike - 6 3 - 1 - - 10 

Prionops plumatus valkoharjalepinkäinen White-crested Helmet 
Shrike - 1 - - - - - 1 

Cossypha niveicapilla tiheikköpunarastas Snowy-crowned Robin 
Chat - - 1 - - - - 1 

Cossypha albicapilla isopunarastas White-crowned Robin - - - - 2 - - 2 
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Chat 
Phoenicurus 
phoenicurus leppälintu Common Redstart - - - - 1 - - 1 

Saxicola rubetra pensastasku Whinchat - 1 - - 1 - - 2 
Oenanthe oenanthe kivitasku Northern Wheatear - - - - 1 - - 1 
Turdus pelios afrikanrastas African Thrush 4 5 3 - - - 3 15 
Turdoides reinwardtii valkokurkkutimali Blackcap Babbler - - 10 - - 2 2 15 
Turdoides plebejus valkosuomutimali Brown Babbler 50 - - - 5 10 10 70 
Acrocephalus 
scirpaceus rytikerttunen Reed Warbler - - - - - 1 - 1 

Cisticola juncidis heinäkerttu Zitting Cisticola 1 - - - - - - 1 
Prinia subflava tuhkapriinia Tawny-flanced Prinia 1 1 1 2 1 1 - 7 
Camaroptera 
brachyura savulyijykerttu Green-backed 

Camaroptera 1 - 1 - - - - 2 

Eremomela pusilla kulta-arokerttu Green-backed 
Eremomela - - 1 20 5 - 1 30 

Sylvietta brachyura nakkelitöpökerttunen Northern Crombec - - - 1 - 4 1 6 
Phylloscopus 
collybitus tiltaltti Chiff-chaff - - - 1 - - - 1 

Phylloscopus bonelli vuoriuunilintu Bonelli's Warbler - - - - - 1 - 1 
Sylvia communis pensaskerttu Whitethroat - - - 1 - - - 1 
Sylvia cantillans rusorintakerttu Subalpine Warbler - - 1 - - - - 1 
Melaenornis pallidus nokisavannisieppo Pale Flycatcher - - - 1 - - - 1 
Melaenornis 
edolioides mustasieppo Black Flycatcher - 2 1 - - 2 - 5 

Batis senegalensis senegalintöpösieppo Senegal Batis - - 1 - - - - 1 

Platysteira cyanea kylähelttasieppo Brown-throated Wattle-
eye 2 - - 2 - - - 4 

Terpsiphone 
rufiventer punaparatiisimonarkki Red-bellied Paradise 

Flycatcher 1 - - - - - - 1 

Terpsiphone viridis afrikanparatiisimonarkki African Paradise 
Flycatcher 1 - - - - - - 1 

Parus leucomelas kobolttitiainen White-winged Black 
Tit - - 6 - - - - 6 

Anthreptes gabonicus hiirimedestäjä Mouse-brown Sunbird - - - 5 - - - 5 
Anthreptes platurus atulapyrstömedestäjä Pygmy Sunbird - 1 1 1 1 - - 4 
Nectarinia 
senegalensis ruusurintamedestäjä Scarlet-chested Sunbird 2 - 1 - 1 2 - 6 

Nectarinia venusta keltavatsamedestäjä Variable Sunbird 2 - 1 - - 1 - 4 
Nectarinia 
coccinigastra savannimedestäjä Splendid Sunbird - 2 1 - - - 2 5 

Nectarinia pulchella kaunomedestäjä Beautiful Sunbird 2 3 1 1 - 2 1 10 
Zosterops 
senegalensis afrikankeltarilli African Yellow White-

eye - 1 - - - - - 1 

Serinus mozambicus viiksihemppo Yellow-fronted Canary - 5 10 5 4 - - 20 
Spermophaga 
haematina pensassininokka Western Bluebill 1 - - - - - - 1 

Lagonosticta senegala ruusupeippo Red-billed Fire Finch 20 - 2 - - 6 - 30 

Uraeginthus bengalus punaposkipeippo Red-cheeked Cordon-
bleu - 2 - - - 10 1 13 

Estrilda caerulescens harmaavahanokka Lavender Waxbill - 1 2 - 2 2 - 7 
Estrilda troglodytes sahelinvahanokka Black-rumped Waxbill - - - 30 - - - 30 
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Ortygospiza atricollis töpöpeippo African Quailfinch - 5 - - - - - 5 
Lonchura cantans hopeanokka African Silverbill - - - - - - 2 2 
Lonchura cucullata pronssimanikki Bronze Mannikin 50 - 10 - - 20 - 80 
Vidua chalybeata kyläleski Village Indigobird - 1 - 2 2 - - 5 

Bubalornis albirostris puhvelikutoja White-billed Buffalo 
Weaver 30 30 20 20 5 - - 100 

Passer domesticus varpunen House Sparrow - - 10 - - - 3 10 
Passer griseus tuhkavarpunen Grey-headed Sparrow - - - 5 1 - - 6 
Petronia dentata pensaskalliovarpunen Lesser Rock Sparrow - - - 1 - - - 1 
Ploceus luteolus kerttukutoja Little Masked Weaver 2 2 1 - - - - 5 
Ploceus nigricollis mustakurkkukutoja Black-necked Weaver 5 - - - - - - 5 
Ploceus cucullatus kyläkutoja Village Weaver 15 7 3 - 20 50 - 100 
Euplectes sp. piispalaji - - - - 2 - - 10 12 
Lamprotornis 
purpureus viikunakottarainen Purple Glossy Starling - 20 30 30 10 30 - 120 

Lamprotornis 
chalybaeus kyläloistokottarainen Greater Blue-eared 

Glossy Starling - - 5 5 2 10 - 20 

Lamprotornis 
chloropterus purppuraperäkottarainen Lesser Blue-eared 

Glossy Starling - - 2 - - 2 - 4 

Lamprotornis 
caudatus pitkäpyrstökottarainen Long-tailed Glossy 

Starling 5 1 30 50 10 10 3 100 

Buphagus africanus isoloisnokkeli Yellow-billed 
Oxpecker - - - 6 4 - - 10 

Oriolus auratus afrikankuhankeittäjä African Golden Oriole - 1 1 1 1 3 - 7 
Dicrurus adsimilis sieppodrongo Fork-tailed Drongo 3 3 2 5 5 5 - 20 
Ptilostomus afer paimenharakka Piapiac 15 5 20 - 5 100 - 150 
Corvus albus afrikanvaris Pied Crow 30 30 10 10 5 20 10 120 
Total species: 226 114 91 98 100 86 79 56   
  4.2. 5.2. 6.2. 7.2. 8.2. 9.2. 10.2.   

* Cow carcass place on the way to Tendaba 

Guides during this enjoyable trip: 

• Sanna Mambureh - turacos2000@yahoo.co.uk most of the time  
• Wally M. Faal - wallyfaal@yahoo.com last day outings  

For more information: markku.jamsa@kolumbus.fi 
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