SHORT NOTES ON A BRAZIL 2019 TOUR -

RORAIMA, PARA, DISTRITO FEDERAL, GOIAS, BAHIA, TOCANTINS
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P1. Tocantins: an Ochre-bellied Guan at Rio Formoso, belly not visible.

In September 2019, | drove 7.650 km in six states of Brazil, in order to locate as many missing
species as possible for my life (now 7.882) and (now 1.152) Brazil lists. It was a four-week bird
race/military operation style run, without any rest in-between. On the contrary, | stayed awake for
a total of six nights in order to be at the right spot at the right time, partly because of airline
schedule changes and other such inconveniences. Driven, obsessive, meticulously planned, and
perhaps a bit insane, too... just the way | like it!

The some 550+ bird species which were recorded en route included 117 lifers and 143 species |
had not previously seen in Brazil.

In this ‘short’ report | am going to provide some up-to-date notes on the sites visited. Writing full
trip reports, four separate ones in this particular case, has become a bit thankless task in today’s
birding culture. | nevertheless feel obliged to serve the community in a restrained manner. There
is, after all, only limited information available for the largely off Google Streetview regions of
Brazil, such as Pard and Roraima. The selection of species in the report is going to be highly



subjective, with an emphasis on range-restricted or difficult to see bird species. Written in a hurry,
the text is likely to include a number of mistakes.

FLIGHTS

Brasilia is the practical hub for many domestic connections of Brazil. | flew in via Rio and left via
Sao Paulo, in both cases with two Finnair and one Lufthansa connection in Europe.

Latam (4 domestic flights) has a wide domestic network in Brazil. Be prepared for problems. They
changed the schedules of two of my domestic legs no less than eight times, in four months, mostly
back and forth. At Rio de Janeiro International Airport, their transit baggage drop was closed
(according to Latam, it is always open for connecting passengers), with no information on how to
proceed, during a tight transit.

Overall, the reliability of services is variable. Two hours may therefore not always be enough for
an international — domestic transit in Rio, or in Sdo Paulo. There is a long walk from the gate,
immigration, customs (very lax), baggage drop, and another long walk to the departures, security
check, in addition to the final long walk to the gate.

In Brasilia, they claimed that | had no return ticket for the Brasilia-Santarém leg, because ‘my
travel agency had not paid Latam’. After a stressful while, the paid reservation was nevertheless
discovered, as a result of some wrestling with their poor computer system. For baggage fees,
some branches accepted only a credit card, some only cash. GOL (2 domestic flights) was

marginally better, with significantly more English speakers among their staff.

P2. Wish TAM still existed... The standards have deteriorated since the merger.



CAR RENTAL & DRIVING

Localiza-Hertz served me very well indeed at three locations: Boa Vista airport, Santarém airport
and Brasilia international airport. New or brand new vehicles — Ford Ecosport (24.000 km driven),
Hyundai HB20S (6.000), Mitsubishi L200 Triton (70.000), Jeep Renegade Longitude (14.000). An
upgrade to automatic transmission cost €1 per day in the case of the Jeep. The Triton was a noisy
diesel and the others gasoline/ethanol.

For the journey, buy the more expensive gasolina comun. You get 30% more kilometers per a liter.
When returning the car, fill it up with the less expensive ethanol. In Roraima, remember that there
are no gas stations between Boa Vista and Serra do Tepequem. | needed to do at least 650 km,
and the tank of an Ecosport could only hold gas for 580 — 650 km (450 km if filled by ethanol).
Therefore, | had to find a 10 liter container and a nozzle for extra gas. It was an interesting task
with my limited Portuguese, but the locals helped. A gas station attendant found an empty
canister in their store shed and one of their customers happened to have an extra nozzle in his
trunk, and sold it to me. When in Brazil, you can always rely on the help of the brasileiros.

In Boa Vista, the car was picked up and returned in front of arrivals. In Brasilia, there is a shuttle
van which stops in front of departures, the second lane. The office is along the airport access road
and there is a Shell at the airport (otherwise it is difficult to find a posto on the way to the airport).
In Santarém, Localiza-Hertz is in a separate building, out and left after arrivals. In any case, early
reservations are essential for all locations in Brazil. There is a high demand for car rentals.
Personally, | am most grateful for a local contact who works for the company (much obliged,
Fernando!). Otherwise, try to make the reservations at your local Hertz. There is no direct Internet
reservation system. As usual in South America, things are organized by phone, in Portuguese...

Driving in Roraima and Para (Tapajos) was more relaxed than in the dry east, in Distrito Federal in
particular. In Brasilia, they drive fast and there is plenty of traffic, not to mention the hundreds of
speed cameras, speed bumps and sudden 40 km/h speed limits on six lane highways. Bad roads
are a challenge in places (more later), but there are also some excellent highways. Unfortunately,
the normally polite and amicable brasileiros metamorphose into aggressive monsters in their cars.
Expect erratic behavior and racing instead of sensible driving, and join the crowd, keeping in mind
that there is police on the road, too, at least in cities. So far, no speed violation fees have been
charged on my credit account. In 2018, one arrived almost two months after the Manaus trip.

Between Barreiras and Palmas, | got lost twice, driving an extra 200 km on a day which already had
600+ km on its to-do-list. At Luis Eduardo Magalhaes, one needs to turn right at the western end
of the town, towards Tocantins (not signposted). For some reason, Google Maps information does
not agree with reality there. Moreover, the last 10 km before the state border was so degraded,
that traffic had moved to the fields, off road. At the border, 250 km of brand new highway
followed; no lane markings, no traffic signs, no directions, no speed limits! At the first roundabout,
| turned left, guessing wrong, instead of right (Diandpolis, Palmas). In the region, villages are
scarce, and it may take some time to meet somebody who may point one to the correct direction.



P3. Yes, it is not all potholed and congested. Brazil also has brand new highways, e.g. in Tocantins.

ACCOMMODATION & FOOD

Only first night in Brasilia was booked. The small Candango Aero Hotel (recommended to me by
Juha Honkala) in Candangolandia, close to the airport, is a good deal (around R100, with breakfast)
and has a supermarket right next to it. Noisy doors, perhaps, but the hotel has an elevator and
comfortable rooms. There is safe parking in front of reception and in a garage. Taxi from/to the
airport is R35-40. Email Roberto at candangoaerohotelbrasilia@gmail.com.

Another night was planned to be spent close to Altiplano Leste, at Paranod. The hotels in Google
Maps were, however, not there anymore. Moreover, Paranoa proved to be a somewhat shady
neighborhood, just like several other DF suburbs. | unfortunately ended up at Park Garvey Hotel,
in the CBD, where the second worst room of the trip cost, after negotiation with a helpful
receptionist, R190 (regular rate R340). No breakfast, no garage. Find something else, away from
the city center, where getting lost is guaranteed. Candango Aero is the best option | know.

In Boa Vista, the well-located (N of Rio Cauamé) Hostel Airla was (permanently?) closed, and |
resorted to Recanto do Dedé, for one night. In there, a cabin cost R130, without breakfast. The
place was peaceful and had an extra perk of being located on a shore of a significant wetland, with
many egrets, herons etc. flying over in the evening. In Caracarai, | stayed four nights at Hotel
Luminar, the best and surprisingly peaceful choice in town. In there, the receptionist prepared a



take-away breakfast of four SPAM and cheese sandwiches for me. The room cost R100 per night,
with breakfast. For lunches, the best choice was Churrascaria 4 Irmaos. Be early there, they ran
out of food every day. At Serra do Tepequem, my choice was Pousada Lauro Gondim, again for
R100 per night. They also have a great lunch buffet and make pizzas in the evenings.

The rooms were bit Spartan both at Luminar and Lauro Gondim, but adequate. As an added
bonus, a friendly Esmaralda Racer greeted me on the room doorstep one morning at the latter
pousada. Be careful to not harm the indigenous snakes by accidentally stepping on them!

For Pirapora, | stayed at Pousada Portal do Sertao, across the Sao Francisco River, in Buritizeiro.
The pousada is right next to a spot for Bahian Nighthawks and had the best room of the trip for
the lowest rate of the trip (R65). Complete peace at night, no other visitors. Highly recommended.

In Santarém, the best rooms are at Hotel Por de Sol, conveniently by the airport road (KM8.5). It is
a very popular hotel and often fully booked. | was lucky on arrival, and got a room for R90, without
breakfast. The second time, it was full, but teaming up with some regular business customers, we
all got rooms after a relatively short wait, when three rooms were vacated by customers catching
their red-eye to Brasilia. The rooms were immediately cleaned for us, by a lady who had been
called there for a special job. This time, the rate was R130 (everything was booked in the city).

There is a car wash next door, a hipermercado close by and a secure Banco 24 Horas ATM 200
meters towards the center, inside a pharmacy, on the right side of the street. Most pleasingly,
there is the splendid Bompao close by, in the opposite direction, with a kilo restaurant and a
bakery in the same spotless space. Steamed Silver Arowana tastes great!

For FLONA Tapajos, there is no need to crash at the headquarters (no beds, need to bring a
hammock) or drive to Santarém. There is Pousada Juvencia in Belterra (services close-by), only 33
km (40 min, good road) north, with decent rooms at R80 per night. In Belterra, turn left one block
before the telcom tower. At Parque do Amazonia, the obvious choice is the Pousada Portal do
Parque, a very well located but overprized (very basic room, shared bathrooms) place. After
negotiations, | got my bed for R100 per night. Ample buffet dinners cost R30. Unfortunately, there
was a noisy festival in Vila Rayol, next door (earplugs are useful in Brazil, in this case one could
hear the din 10 km away), and consequently two crowded days at the pousada, too. There are no
good alternatives in Itaituba, and the road is too rough and slow anyway.

For Caverna Angelica, Terra Ronca, Goias, one needs to stay at the village of Sdo Domingos. In
there, the room prices are somewhat inflated, but not too much. | stayed two nights at Pousada
Buritis (ants), for R120 per night, with breakfast (could have it only once, because of time
restrictions). In S3o Desiderio, Bahia, the choices are limited. My stay was at Pousada Ecologico do
Brasilia (not that ecological, really), for R150/night. The best bed of the trip, but the most
dangerously slippery bathroom floor, too. | will soon find out if | fractured a bone or two there. It
feels like | did. The pousada is located 4.2 km north of S3o Desiderio, by the Barreiras road.



In Palmas, there are many hotels and pousadas, but they also seemed to be very popular. My first
choices, such as the Italian Palace Hotel, were fully booked. In the end, | stayed at Hotel
Moderno, two slightly overprized nights for R140/night, without breakfast but with a garage. The
hotel was under (much needed) renovation but had helpful staff, a small but well-appointed room
and a good location not far from the highway.

At Lagoa do Confusdo, Pousada Gaivotas (R100) was my base for two nights. It was not ideal, but
probably the best deal in the town, with surprisingly peaceful nights. At Lagoa do Confusao, having
a decent meal was difficult. The nearby street restaurants did not have much to offer in terms of
taste, and the supermarkets had a rather limited variety of goods, too. The many pizza
advertisements lead to a closed pizzeria. Cristalandia, on the way to LdC, had a great churrascaria.

Finally, on my way back to the airport, | stayed one night at Pousada do Valle, Trajanopolis. It was
under renovation and the room had a number of problems, such as dampness, an air-conditioner
which was shut down in the evening, water leaks at bathroom and traffic noise. Being pretty tired
at that point, | nevertheless stayed there, for R80 per night. In the morning, it took a while to get
the gate opened. Overall, | will not recommend the place. There are better options at Padre
Bernardo, | believe.
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P4. An airport breakfast at Viena Restaurant, Brasilia International Airport. Brasileiros commented
on the sky-high prices of the por kilo plates. Personally, | did not mind spending €4 for the choicest
bits of the buffet, even though it included €1.70 for the can of Coke, four times more for the drink
than the average supermercado price. It was, after all, a great deal for an airport restaurant!



At each destination, | stocked up in the beginning, by visiting one of the best hipermercados in
town, and buying all the drinks (mostly water) and as much food and snacks as possible at once. In
Brazil, a small town supermercado tends not to offer much more than drinks and snacks, plus raw
beans and meat, or SPAM. Moreover, | really had no time for shopping. In Brasilia, the place of my
choice was the Carrefour next to Zoologico Brasilia. In Boa Vista, | went to Hiper DB Centro, in the
city center, and in Santarém, to Rio Tapajos Shopping Center, along the road to the airport.

RORAIMA

The state of Roraima has excellent potential for birdwatching. Unfortunately, most of the
Roraiman high altitude species are out-of-reach there. One needs to cross the border to Venezuela
for them. (That would probably have been safe in September 2019 — it is a remote corner of a
nation under duress). Moreover, much of the state consists of indigenous reservations, such as
Raposa Serra do Sul, Yanomami, Waimiri-Atroari and Waiwai, and conservation areas without road
access or not accessible because of sour relations between the minorities and the majority. Still, at
the end of the day, there is quite a lot to see also at sites which may be visited by traveling birders.

Bairro 5 de Outubro, Boa Vista (1% and 5™ Sept)

The neighborhood is located 7.5 KM east of the airport, by road. Most of side roads and tracks
(and most good habitat) were gated or impassable — the one just W of Rua T. Treze was not.
During the weekends, expect almost 24 hours of loud techno music where-ever you go. The site
was not really that great for birding, because of the restrictions and disturbance, but what else can
one do when departing from or arriving in Boa Vista, with time to spend for birding? | also drove
some 20 km towards Guayana (fine highway), but did not find interesting habitats there.

The nearby Parque Ecologico Bosque dos Papagaios has parrots in gages, and they may attract
‘wild and free ones’ to visit this island of trees, as well. The Sun Parakeets of Boa Vista are said to
be feral. | saw six juveniles at Bairro 5 de Outubro. At least they had been born in the wild? After
all, how does one separate feral and wild birds in a region which has both? Otherwise, the birds
included a pair of Crested Bobwhites (frequently seen later on), two White-bellied Piculets, 5
Campina Thrushes (a recent split of Black-billed), a Rio Branco Antbird (heard) and 15 Bicolored
Wrens. No Grey Seedeaters! It was not as good as expected, but at least it was a start...

PN do Virua (2" to 4 Sept)

To enter the Parque Nacional do Virud it is essential to have an ICMBio permit. Email
ngi.roraima.usopublico@icmbio.gov.br to request for it. | wrote my emails in English and then
translated the text in Portuguese by Google Translate. The translations worked well and there
were no misunderstandings between us. They need your name, number of people in the group,
passport number, dates and purpose of the visit. Personally, | stressed that | was going to stay on



Estrada Perdida and on the headquarters access road, with no interest for forest trails (requires a
guide). In case of no response, Mrs. Léia Soares may be able to help (see under FLONA Tapajos).

Estrada Perdida starts at KM33.6 east of the large Rio Branco Bridge at Vista Alegre, 11.5 km east
of Caracarai (Luminar JCT). The fine (no dust, no potholes) gravel road runs for six kilometers,
before being cut by a channel (with a colony of Ringed Kingfishers). During the wet season, it is
not possible to drive further, not even by a proper 4x4. At KM1.9, there is a junction for the park
headquarters (about 3 km), on the right. One needs to visit the base to register, with the permit,
which will be collected. The track had one of two rough spots, as a result of flooding in the forest.

Both roads offer undisturbed birding. During four visits, | encountered only one human being on
Estrada Perdida, even though it runs outside the national park area. On the headquarters road,
several staff may commute early in the morning. They were very welcoming and seemed happy
that somebody from Europe visited the park. My entry permit for Virud was number 26/2019, in
September. No visitor crowds there. As a result, also several mammal species were seen, for

example Guianan Squirrel Monkeys, a Red-handed Tamarin and a Guianan Short-tailed Possum.

P5. My rental car on the fine Estrada Perdida. Flooded varzea on the right, behind a row of bushes.

Most of the time was spent on Estrada Perdida. There were more birds and visibility there, than at
the park road. Above all, my target species were there. They included Grey-legged Tinamous
(calling), a party of three Crestless Curassows on the road, a Grey-winged Trumpeter, Green-
tailed Jacamars, Striped Woodcreepers, Chestnut-crowned Foliage-gleaners, a Yapacana Antbird,
an Imeri Warbling-Antbird, great views of a male waimiri Willis’s Antbird, a Capuchinbird, Slate-



headed Tody-Flycatchers, a Yellow-crested Manakin, a family of Finsch’s Euphonias, low in a bush
with berries, and breeding White-naped Seedeaters (silent & skulking, difficult to see).

The varzea (flooded in September 2019) on the east side of Estrada Perdida, soon after the
headquarters junction, should not be neglected, despite the thick foliage and oftentimes birdless
appearance. It is deceptive. One of my best moments was when, after playing some recordings, a
Zimmer’s Woodcreeper arrived, a Buffon’s Piculet followed, a surprising pair of Black-headed
Tanagers were spotted very close-by, and also an immature male White Bellbird flew in to inspect
me, not to mention the Crestless Curassows on the road, in a matter of less than ten minutes and
all with great close views! The bellbird was brown like a female but already had a sizable ‘sausage’
hanging on its bill. Rarely does one meet such an astonishing combination of species in such a
rapid succession.

On the road to the base, the best bird were a Grey-legged Tinamou in full view, two Black
Curassows, Guianan Streaked Antwrens, and White-browed and Common Scale-backed
Antbirds. As these assorted records witness, Virua National Park certainly is one of the birding
hotspots in Brazil!

Caracarai (1% to 5 Sept)

The small and reasonably pleasant town of Caracarai, 140 km S of Boa Vista center, by the mighty
Rio Branco, is not only a convenient base for visiting Virua National Park, but has some birding
potential close by. First, there is the road towards Estacdo Ecologica de Caracarai, in SW. The
potholed gravel road starts 2.8 km S of Hotel Luminar/petrol station/town center junction and
initially runs through some wet savanna. There is a popular swimming spot in a ditch later on,
explaining some of the many cars and motorbikes on the track. At about KM7 one arrives at
Igarape Agua Boa, across which a short and steady and a long and wobbly bridge run. This is a
good spot, for example for Red-backed Bearded Sakis and spectacular evening flights of Blue-and-
Yellow Macaws. There are Grey-legged and other tinamous also along this route.

Good forest habitat could probably be visited further on, perhaps as a result of illegal
encroachment of the reserve (cf. satellite images), but | never went there, due to time restrictions.
The road was visited only when going to Virua did not make sense, late in the afternoon on arrival
in Caracarai, or during hot afternoon hours.

9 km south of Caracarai, just before the Rio Branco Bridge, there is a roadside swamp, with good
habitat and birds on both sides of the road. Beware of trucks! No luck with Cherrie’s Antwren or
Amazonian Black Tyrant, though. On the other side of the bridge, at Vista Alegre, it is possible to
turn left and follow a dusty gravel road for several kilometers. | did that in one afternoon, and did
not see that much. The area was good for birds of prey, though.

More interestingly, 18.9 km N of Caracarai, towards Boa Vista, a gravel road runs 10.3 km east, to
a former viewpoint restaurant (Corredeira do Bem-querer, still in Google Maps) by extensive Rio
Branco rapids. | did one afternoon visit there. To my surprise, the extensive forest by the river had



been purchased by ICMBio, with consequent restrictions of entry (in principle, prohibited without
a permit). | nevertheless drove in to the rapids, and got a permission to bird at the entrance road,
after requesting one from the ICMBio staff there, at the former restaurant, now a reserve base.

A Black-collared Swallow flew over the rapids. The forest was relatively silent late in the
afternoon but as a sign of its morning potential, birds like a Grey-winged Trumpeter, a Great
Tinamou and a pair of Cinereous Tinamous were seen on the track. The farmland on the way
there had many birds as well, the best being two Russet-crowned Crakes.
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P6. The gate to the protected forest, Sitio Bem-querer. Request an ICMBio permit to go there.
Serra do Apiau (5" Sept)

| went there only for Caura Antbird. There is a trail up the mountain, with several interesting
species high up (Tepui Parrotlet, Foothill Screech-Owl, Velvet-browed Brilliant, Tepui Antpitta,
Scarlet-horned Manakin, Black-chested Tyrant, Tepui Vireo) but visiting the area requires a
degree of fitness (which | lack), camping and probably also a guide (e.g. Francisco Diniz, at
makunaimaexpedicoes@gmail.com, or Thiago Laranjeiras, at thiago.laranjeiras@icmbio.gov.br ).

The start of the trail is on private land, and an entry requires permission from the landowner. My
understanding is that the correct farm to ask for the permit is at 2.489841, -61.389610. If not, they
will tell where to go. From there, it is about two kilometers to the first campsite, called Sitio
Araponga. The best species require at least a two day hike, to the high altitude mist forests and
back, with camping. A reasonable ‘parking fee’ is probably requested at the farm. See eBird for
species recorded at different altitudes of Serra do Apiau.


mailto:makunaimaexpedicoes@gmail.com
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For me, there was no time to visit the trail, or negotiate with landowners, for one low altitude
species. The short morning hours were soon gone and the target species as well. | therefore
(successfully) looked for the antbird at another site in the area. As | was trespassing, | will not
include the coordinates here. Along the farm roads, Lined Seedeaters were numerous (500+).
Unfortunately, no Lesson’s (too early for them?). Instead, finally a party of three Grey Seedeaters!

The road to Serra do Apiau (to the west) starts at the southern outskirts of Mucajai, 82 km north
of Hotel Luminar JCT in Caracarai. An Ocelot was seen on the way there. From there on, it is 56 km
to the Serra do Apiau junction, with one turn to right at KM14. It is only two hours from Boa Vista,
118 km. The quality of the road was variable, with an exceptionally degraded section in the middle
(doubles the driving time), but rather good tarmac afterwards.

Rio Uraricoera (6 Sept)

The river is about 75 km north of Boa Vista, in other words 1.5 h drive before sunrise, as it is
crucial to arrive there early. The fine highway could be driven faster, but we need to consider
Giant Anteaters and others who may cross it in the darkness.

The Rio Uraricoera Bridge is hard to miss. After crossing it, turn right (sign Bar e Peixada
Uraricoera) and follow the upper track back towards the river. It is a bit rough but a short ride
down to a house, where | was welcome to park my car, at the start of the lower, parallel track. The
lower track is the one for birds, by walking the short distance. It offered the best and most intense
birding experience of the whole journey in Brazil.

A territorial Hoary-throated Spinetail was so tame and probably often photographed that |
decided to not photograph it! A pair of Southern White-fringed Antwren had a territorial dispute
with a Rio Branco Antbird and none of them minded my close presence. A pair of Pale-tipped
Tyrannulets arrived to a recording at once. One hundred other passerines flitted around between
bushes, and kept me completely occupied for two hours, together with larger birds passing by.

Pedra Pintada (6" Sept)

47 km north of Rio Uraricoera and 25 km north of Serra do Tepequem/Amajari junction, a narrow
gravel track goes right from the fine Venezuela highway, to an archaeological site called Pedra
Pintada. Do not take the first fork of the inverted Y-junction, it is cut by erosion, but turn right 20
meters further on. The track through the savanna may be narrow (mostly no room to pass other
cars) and neglected, but was quite ok, even for a sedan, in September 2019. | veered right in the
end, not going to the archaeological site but exploring the savanna.

It was a lovely, tranquil place, with nobody else but birds there, and plenty of them right on the
track. Sun Parakeets have been seen at Pedra Pintada. | had figured out that also a Bearded
Tachuri could be discovered at the site, in the open area about 12 to 14 km away from the
highway, close to rocky outcrops, and the theory was eventually confirmed there. By the highway,
Little Blue Heron was added to my Brazil list. Surprisingly many Limpkins were seen in the area.



P7. The track at Pedra Pintada: Narrow but safe to drive, at least in September 2019, after rains.

Serra do Tepequem (6" to 8" Sept)

In order to reach this well-known tepui, turn left to Amajari and Serra do Tepequem 22 km N of
Rio Uraricoera (signposted). It is 46 km to Rio Amajari Bridge, 53 km to Amajari and 103 km to
Tepequem. The road is mostly fine tarmac. In the end, it climbs up to the altitude of 700 meters
and reaches a dry plateau where the village of Tepequem is located.

The slopes of the tepui are well forested and the forest looked interesting indeed. Unfortunately,
the only spot along the access road, where forest birding could have been possible, has been
cleared and occupied by an exclusive SESC ‘Estacao Ecologico’ resort, with luxury accommodation
and pools with a view. They may have a trail there, though, with a guide, for a fee? On top of the
tepui, the plateau is rather barren and both trees and birds scarce. The best areas seemed to be
along the access road, including side tracks, around the village, and towards Cachoeira do Paiva.

Nevertheless, a few interesting species make a visit worth one’s while. First, this is a haven for
Brown Jacamars. The species is very common there. At night, a Foothill Screech-Owl responded to
a recording close to ‘the Gap’, the highest point of the access road. For Tepui Swifts, go to
Cachoeira do Paiva at 5 PM. Well, not all the way to the falls but a bit above them, right after the
obvious large pond (3.765224, -61.747880) by the road and then left, for closer views. A scope is



essential. | saw a mixed party of some 150 Tepui and 100 White-collared Swifts. They did not
roost at the falls, but eventually went to east, behind the main ridge.

The above-mentioned pond was the best place for hummingbirds (scarce!) at Serra do Tepequem.
Two unidentified heard/seen were there and finally a stylish Sooty-capped Hermit, feeding at the
pond-side bushes, above water, for an extended period. A Green-bellied Hummingbird was
observed only once, too, at the garden of Pousada Diamante, in the village. | did stalk all the
gardens in the area, using my car as a hide, but the results were meager, to say the least.

P8. There would be some great mountain forest at Serra do Tepequem, but access is difficult.

Around Amajari (6" and 8" Sept)

Many hours were spent in search for a Sharp-tailed Ibis, on the way to Pedra Pintada, around
Amajari and at Serra do Tepequem. There is a lot of suitable hilly grassland and shallow marshy
spots, with good visibility, there, but the species proved to be extremely elusive. A Giant Anteater,
yes, but otherwise, only Buff-necked Ibises.

| finally scored about two km east of Rio Amajari Bridge (see Google Streetview). In there is a
sizable roadside wetland, surrounded by riverside forest and open farmlands. Many wetland
species were recorded at the marsh, looking from the highway. Beware the traffic. A Speckled
Forest Pit Viper crossed the tarmac further on.

There is a small supermarket in Amajari. Alas, no gasoline station. Somebody most likely sells it
privately, though, for emergencies.



MINAS GERAIS — DISTRITO FEDERAL

If you are as demented as | am, the drive from DF Brasilia to Pirapora, Minas Gerais (BR-040, 521
km) takes about 7 hours, without stops other than toll gates. In the first section, the satellite
towns of Brasilia create congestion and speed cameras are aplenty. Further on, a toll road (good
tarmac & public restrooms) requires five stops at toll booths. There is one fast section, with a
speed limit of 110 km/h, but to counter the effect of slow trucks on the way, one needs to really
step on it whenever the road is free of such obstacles. The last 115 km, beyond Luizlandia do
Oeste, is slow, because of potholes. It was quite a drive, at afternoon maximum of +38C, after a
full day of birding in Roraima and a sleepless red-eye from Boa Vista to Brasilia!

Rio S3o Francisco (9™ Sept)

Not aware where the best spot for Bahian Nighthawks was (more under Corrego do Ovos), |
considered three options. In satellite images, the river meander at Guiaicui, 19 km NW of Pirapora
appeared ideal for the species. | went there first. The riverside tracks were nevertheless gated.
South of the Pirapora Bridge across Rio Sdo Francisco, the river is difficult to access, unless one
stays at one of the (relatively expensive and with noisy night activities) riverside hotels.

Right between the towns of Pirapora and Buritizeiro, the area of rapids is easy to visit and observe.
The nighthawks probably avoid the rapids themselves, but there is a calm and less inhabited
section of the river north of them. | did my observations from the Buritizeiro side, with a scope, in
close but accommodating company of four fishermen and women, a horse and a pair of
Burrowing Owls. Three Bahian Nighthawks were seen before the light faded out. Black-collared
Swallows were common at the rapids.

Corrego do Ovos (10" Sept)

About 11 km southeast of the Pirapora ring road and BR-496 junction, there is a gated sandy road
to the left. It is not a private road and the gate should be open. After another 9 km on dusty
gravel, through some plantations, one arrives at Corrego do Ovos.

The decision to visit Pirapora was a last minute one, dictated by another short-notice timetable
change by Latam. | therefore missed the information by Juha Honkala & Seppo Niiranen (A
Birdwatching Guide for Southeast Brazil), even though | own a copy of their book. As a result, |
neither visited the marsh at the end of the road (turn R at a Y-fork) at Corrego do Ovos, nor
considered it as the site for Bahian Nighthawk. The nighthawks are also there.

With my lack of knowledge, locating the right spot for the target tyrannulet was also a challenge.
Fortunately, experience guided me to the small bridge at the far edge of the remaining dry forest,
where a stream runs through the habitat, with a tree particularly attractive for tyrannulets. A pair
of Minas Gerais Tyrannulets was readily discovered there, with the added bonus of a pair of
Cactus Parakeets, a Caatinga Black-tyrant, a White-bellied Warbler and a good variety of other
dry forest species. A Red Brocket Deer and a White-tufted Marmoset came to inspect me.



The road was extremely dusty. A few trucks were passing by. | therefore stood right on the bridge,
where there was no dust and the trucks had to slow down to negotiate the narrow structure. |
then stepped off the bridge, to allow them to pass. Fortunately, the drivers were also polite,
understanding my situation and going slow also after passing the spot. Unfortunately, men from
the nearby plantation were cutting trees (by chainsaw, axes) along the small stream, away from
the road, out of sight. This was a distressing observation, considering how little habitat there is left

from the endangered Minas Gerais Tyrannulet.
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P9. The Spot at Corrego do Ovos, facing HWY direction, with The Bridge and The Tree.... and dust!

Altiplano Leste, DF (10" and 11" Sept)

The site could be visited twice in connection with the Pirapora leg. Access to the area is relatively
straightforward at -15.814594, -47.778743, southeast of the city of Brasilia. As soon as the tarmac
of Altiplano Leste Street ends, the track becomes an epitome of Brazilian red dust nightmares,
rough and bumpy, and with tons of fine dust, airborne after a slightest movement on the road.
There are a number of small roads crisscrossing the hills, many of them gated. | have no idea what
the key points are — follow your intuition and take your pick! Personally, | headed for an electrical
substation, at the end of one of the main choices.

My target species was Ocellated Crake, for which Altiplano Leste is the site in the region, with an
apparently healthy resident population. After one was located, | also birded the short nearby side
roads, for an hour in the evening and for another three hours at sunrise. They are not that dusty
and the site was pretty peaceful on both visits. No Blue Finches there, however.



TAPAJOS REGION, PARA
FLONA Tapajos (Norte) (12" to 13" and 16" to 17" Sept)

There are three entry points to FLONA (Floresta Nacional) Tapajos Norte and it is a good idea to
check Google Street View images to learn how they look like. Personally, | took photos of the GSV
images, just like | had recorded all the junctions etc. on the way there. | do not have a smart phone
or any other way to connect with the Internet, at least not when | am traveling abroad.

From Hotel Por do Sol, it is 1.3 km to the main crossroads circle of Santarém. From the circle, it is
65 km S to FLONA KM65 ‘tower track’ (no tower anymore), 71 km to FLONA KM71 entry and 81.5
km to FLONA ‘base track’ (136 km N of Ruropolis). Do not forget to fill up your tank in Santarém.
The last available gas is 23 km south of the Santarém Circle. The next gas station is in Rurdpolis.

Prior the visit, it is essential to obtain an ICMBio permit to enter the forest. In fact, one needs a
permit which combines all the necessary access points. Contrary to earlier Internet information,
there are no unregulated access points at FLONA Tapajos. Not aware of this, | drove in at KM71,
which is manned 24/7, and they initially let me in without questions. On the following entries,
polite discussions were had, on whether | actually had a permit to enter or not. My
misconceptions and language problems complicated the matter and only during the last visit it
was mutually concluded that | should have had a separate permit to enter the track. Get one!

With the KM65, the problem is that the gate is opened only at 8 AM, when the best time for bird
observations is about to end. Likewise, one needs to depart at 6 PM, with a loss of some of the
best afternoon birding time. Therefore, accessing the KM71 track is invaluable. It may have some
traffic, even a bus, commuting to a community on the shore of Rio Tapajos, and there was a
logging operation going on during my visit, too. Overall, it nevertheless is a peaceful track. Also the
KM®65 track has ICMBio traffic on it. The is no tower at the end of it anymore, but the concrete
base of the former tower still has an extensive view over the forest, all the way to Rio Tapajos.

| would have been welcome to stay at the KM81.5 ICMBio headquarters at night, but preferred the
comfort of Pousada Juvencia at Belterra. The base area has some trails and a drivable track, too.
For FLONA Tapajos permits, contact Mrs. Léia Soares at |leia.icmbio@gmail.com. She is prompt,

informative and helpful, and will sort things out for you. Personally, | was happy to stay on the
roads and did not enter any forest trails. If wishing to do so, it is compulsory to hire a local guide.

Explain Mrs. Soares what your plans and needs are, and negotiate a solution. The permits are
collected on arrival, at the gate of entry. It may be convenient to have several copies, for each
gate, because the information of your presence may not be available for everybody right in the
beginning. Do not worry, the guards are there to prevent illegal activities and welcome birders.

It was interesting to notice, that minor changes in weather produced very different bird lists at
both sites (KM65 and KM71) at same entry times. KM71 could be a wonderland of birds or
significantly more silent, depending on the day. Repeated visits and long hours delivered, in the
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end. At KM71, | even entered the fresh logging tracks, before the forestry machinery went there,
later in the morning. Once, | started my visit well before sunrise, for nightjars.

Some of the key species recorded at KM71 included a Cryptic Forest-Falcon, a Dark-winged
Trumpeter, a White-crested Guan, a pair of Vulturine Parrots, Santarém Parakeets, an Ocellated
Nightjar, Red-necked Aracaris, a Spix’s Woodcreeper, a Speckled Spinetail, a Shortbilled
Leaftosser, Natterer’s Slaty Antshrikes, Ornate Antwrens, Striated, Spix’s Warbling and Tapajos
Scale-backed Antbirds, Black-spotted Bare-eyes, a Striated Ant-thrush, Tapajos, Amazonian and
Alta Floresta Antpittas, Blackish Pewees, a Tooth-billed Wren (high up in canopy) and a pair of
White-winged Shrike-Tanagers.

KMG65, on the other hand, had species such as Santarém Parakeets (numerous there), Red-necked
Aracaris, a Layard’s Woodcreeper, Cinnamon-rumped Foliage-gleaners, Para Foliage-gleaners, a
Shortbilled Leaftosser, a Banded Antbird and a Tooth-billed Wren. No Opal-crowned Manakins,
or Amazonian Royal Flycatchers, despite use of recordings. Small puddles of water, on the track,
were each jealously guarded by a hummingbird, in most cases a Tapajos Hummingbird (20+ seen).

The viewpoint was especially good for cotingas: Spangled, Purple-breasted and White-tailed, and
for White-browed Purpletufts. | also saw a pair of Vulturine Parrots and a Uniform Woodcreeper
there, in addition to many others, such as the resident King Vultures, White Hawks and Black

Hawk-Eagles.

P10. My Triton L200 at the viewpoint. The concrete base of the former tower can be seen on the
right. It is a nice picnic spot, with ants.



PN do Amazonia (13" to 16™ Sept)

It may be ‘only’ 420 km from Santarém to Parque Nacional do Amazonia, but the drive included
crossing Rio Tapajos (Miritituba-Itaituba ferry) and sections of the road were under construction.
In fact, the 112 km between Rurdpolis and Campo Verde was pretty awful (fine tarmac, in the near
future?). The ferry runs between 6 AM and 11 PM, and charged R33.5 for the Triton, one way. At
both ends, one needs to find an office and buy the ticket, prior entering the ferry. An Amazonian
Manatee and a playful party of Amazon River Dolphins were seen from the ferry, in addition to
my first Common Tern in Brazil.

After negotiating Itaituba, with its one-way streets, it was time to hit the undeveloped gravel
section of BR-230, the Transamazonica. If in need, do not miss the good SuperASA BR, on the right.
The last 53 km between Itaituba and the park are in such a rough state that the drive takes 1.5 h,
with a 4x4. The turn left to the pousada (signposted) is one km before Tracoa Bridge and base,
where the national park proper starts. There are gasoline stations at Campo Verde, Miritituba and
Itaituba.

There are several trails in this part of PN do Amazonia: Trilha Tracoa at KMO, Trilha 230 at KM7.3,
Trilha Picarreira at KM8.8, Trilha Acaizal at KM12 and Trilha Capelinha at KM27.3. All except the
first require a permit, plus a compulsory guide. Fortunately, it is not strictly necessary to enter the
trails to see the birds of the park. Roadside birding has its advantages (visibility, possible to survey
larger areas and focus on birds instead of terrain, car is there in case of rain, etc.), and even the
shy antbirds are right there by the road. The main disadvantage is the traffic, with dust, and
especially the few aggressive truck drivers who have no respect for the visitors of the national
park. Still, the traffic is relatively light, with long periods of undisturbed birding.

Beyond Tracoa Bridge, there are a number of other bridges on the Transamazonica. The next two
bridges are particularly good for birds. My tactical choice was to spend most of my time in-
between them, particularly between KM6 and KM9, in a zone which includes the Picarreira and
230 trails. The reason for this was the large number of target species, notably parrots and antbirds
reported on them at eBird. As the habitats and the flight routes of parrots run across the road, the
same species should be possible to see from it, according to my theory.

This proved to be correct. Among the many parrots observed on the road were four parties of
Golden Parakeets (max 9), three parties of Crimson-bellied Parakeets (max 6) and one party of
Vulturine Parrots. Once again, no White-belled Parrots!! It is a major nemesis species for me.

The roadside trees revealed a Crimson Topaz, several Brown-chested Barbets (easy to see), Red-
necked Aracaris, a male Gould’s Toucanet, a Ringed Woodpecker, a Rondonia Woodcreeper, a
Striped Woodcreeper, Chestnut-winged Foliage-gleaners, a Saturnine Antshrike and a pair of
Red-billed Pied Tanagers (my 2018 Manaus nemesis). No Hoffmann’s Woodcreepers, though.

In the undergrowth, several very good birds were spotted without too much trouble: a pair of
Ruddy Spinetails, an lhering’s Antwren, a White-eyed Antwren, a Rufous-faced Antbird, two



Harlequin Antbirds, a Bare-eyed Antbird, a Black-bellied Gnateater and Snow-capped Manakins.
Unexpectedly, | also lucked in with a nice Pale-faced Antbird, while following a party of
Moustached Wrens. All those great antbirds had territories right next to the road and could be
attracted by recordings. No Dot-backed Antbirds, despite considerable effort at wet locations.

Olive Oropendolas were breeding in a towering tree less than one kilometer beyond the third
bridge. The one and only mixed party of smaller canopy passerines had at least one Para
Gnatcatcher and two taxonomically disputed Sucunduri Flycatchers. Unfortunately, a truck scared
the birds away before | could identify them all. The other special birds in the area included a
White-crested Guan (pousada access road), a White-browed Hawk (Tracoa Bridge), Blackish-grey
Antshrikes (pousada access road), Black-collared Swallows (Tracoa Bridge, pousada), a Riverside
Tyrant (scrub along pousada access road) and an Amazonian Umbrellabird (Tracoa Bridge).

Parque Nacional do Amazonia has impressive potential for birdwatching. Unfortunately, there are
the problems with access and accommodation. Nevertheless, roadside birding produced a very
good bird list, a list which could have been expanded by venturing further on Transamazonica.
Importantly, my list included the three key species of the park: Golden Parakeet, Brown-chested
Barbet and Harlequin Antbird. The rare Orange-headed Parrot could theoretically be possible on
west side of Rio Tapajos, too.

GOIAS — BAHIA W — TOCANTINS

The final part of my tour was constituted by sites in four states of the dry East-Central Brazil. It was
a major undertaking in terms of driving distances, the problems being exacerbated by Latam
timetable changes. | had originally planned to visit Itacarambi instead of Pirapora, and continue
northwest towards Tocantins from there, but after one such change, there was no time for it
anymore. Nevertheless, even in its shortened form, the circular tour to Tocantins and back
remained almost equally long and there was one day less to do it, courtesy of Latam, even after a
decision to skip sleep for one night. There are a limited number of major highways in the interior
of Brazil and interstate connections are particularly few and far apart.

Caverna da Angelica, Terra Ronca, Goias (18" to 20™ Sept)

It is about 400 km from Distrito Federal to Caverna da Angelica, at Terra Ronca. Do not be stupid,
as | was, and drive there via the Simolandia — laciara — Sdo Domingos route (GO-110)! The road
was fine tarmac to laciara, the first 50 km, but became a red dust track from hell there, for the
remaining 81 km. The track had hard and bumpy bottom and deep dust on top, with several
unsigned junctions on the way — a rough farm road at its best, a 4x4 adventure at its worst. Saw
two Brazilian Yellow-toothed Cavies, though. The BR-020 route to Sdo Domingos, even though
busy with trucks, is the way to go. It is 16 km to Terra Ronca/Caverna da Angelica junction
(signposted) from Sdo Domingos, south by a rough, slow and dusty gravel road.



From the junction, it is about 2 km before a turn to the right needs to be done. In there, a sign
points out that one should have a guide to visit Caverna da Angelica. A guide is indeed required for
entering the caves. For birding on the road, there is no need for such an arrangement. What is
necessary, however, is the opening and closing of four gates (three barbed wire ones) on the way:
one at the beginning, two at two neighboring farmhouses (the landowners, if present, were keen
to help with them), and finally, at the rocky slopes themselves. Make sure to handle the gates
properly, and do not let cows and horses to pass through with you.

Some target species were recorded already before the cliffs, but the key section was 100 meters
before and after the last gate. In there, a few dozen Pfrimer’s and Jandaya Parakeets, a pair of
Reiser’s Tyrannulets and a pair of Caatinga Black-tyrants could be observed. A Dry-forest
Sabrewing, a recent split, arrived to welcome me at the second gate. With the help of recordings,
two territories of Grey-headed Spinetails were located between the Terra Ronca/Caverna da

Angelica junction and the first gate, at the first light.

P11. The cliffs of Caverna da Angelica — a good spot for parakeets is right here.
S3o Desiderio, Bahia (20" and 21 Sept)

The 213 km long road from Sao Domingos to Sao Desiderio was fine tarmac all the way, but there
was no gasoline at the gas stations on the way. More than hundred kilometers were driven on a
continuous cotton field, devoid of birdlife. After filling up at Sao Desiderio, both the tank and my
belly at a posto/churrascaria, an attempt to locate Trilha Palmas was made. Unfortunately, the
track was gated and | had to do my birding on the road between -12.380187, -44.968253 and -
12.410388, -44.951185. The valley, sided by steep cliffs, was reasonably productive, but nothing



special. Caatinga Black-tyrants were common (6 seen), and a pair of (taxonomically challenged)
Wagler’'s Woodcreepers were spotted. No Moustached Woodcreepers.

Miracema da Roncadeira, Taquarussu, Tocantins (22nd Sept)

Cachoeira da Roncadeira is a locally well-known hiking destination in the vicinity of the town of
Taquarussu, southeast of Palmas. At the eastern edge of the town, the road climbs uphill, for 2 km
before reaching the parking area for the hike, the viewpoint of Miracema da Roncadeira
(signposted).

Unwilling to take a hike | preferred to look for an Ochre-backed Woodpecker at the parking lot, by
scanning the trees and treetops in the valley. There is a good view to the forest (and to tanagers
etc. feeding at the nearby bushes), but | failed to see any woodpeckers. White-throated has been
recorded there, too. One Ochre-backed was calling, however. There are many Black-striped
Capuchins in the area, also at the observation point, at sunrise.

My telescope-toting presence at the site, hours and hours of intensive scoping of which to the
observers appeared to be some bushes right in front of us, attracted some attention. Really, | was
scanning treetops up to a kilometer across the valley. My military style attire and an obvious
reluctance to chat with the passers-by probably also had an effect. | was there for birding, not for
socializing with ignorants! At one point, police arrived to see me, too, apparently after somebody
called them. They had a long look at me, but did not disturb the observations, being content with
kicking empty soda cans, while making the correct conclusion: it is one of those bird-spotters!

Later during the day (it was a weekend), the parking area became fully occupied by cars and
bicycles. Several groups of eco-tourists made their wilderness adventure dreams come true by
driving the tarmac to the parking lot in big 4x4s, midday after a late hotel breakfast, and walking a
path to a nearby waterfall, with the support of several guides symbolically holding their hands. |
parked at a steep edge of the main road, sat down in the car’s trunk and kept on scanning from
there.

Few hundred meters higher up, another dusty gravel road leaves the tarmac to the left, to other
two waterfalls. | did both forks and saw a number of birds, but neither woodpeckers nor a Dot-
eared Coquette (which has been recorded in the area).

Serra do Lajeado, Palmas, Tocantins (22nd Sept)

At -10.277443, -49.103796, 8.2 km beyond the town of Taquarussu and 6.3 km past Miracema da
Roncadeira, a reasonable gravel road to Serra do Lajeado leaves the main road, to the right. The
first couple of kilometers have caatinga, fenced. My target bird, the splendidly blue Blue Finch
was difficult to locate. | only found one male and it was a struggle. The bird has a weak song,
difficult to hear, and tends to skulk in the vegetation. Fortunately, playing the song at every
suitable spot eventually delivered, right by the road, at -10.296648, -48.094237. The road was very
peaceful early in the morning, despite the weekend which brought many cars to the general area.



P12. A male Blue Finch, at Serra do Lajeado, Taquarussu, Tocantins.

Boa Nova, Barrolandia Road, Tocantins (23rd Sept)

Driving west from Palmas, cross the long Ponte Fernando Henrique Cardoso and turn right 6.7 km
beyond the end of the bridge. The junction area has been developed (gas station etc.) since the
latest Street View pictures, and looks different now. Then, drive 16.5 km to a circle, where the TO-
348 turns left, cross another bridge, pass a village with gardens and start looking for gravel tracks
on the left. The first one, 14.9 km after the second circle, has been productive, even though the
next one appears to have more attractive habitat, with plenty of bamboo.

This is one of the better sites for Kaempfer’s and Ochre-backed Woodpeckers. Neither of them
were easy, however, as there were other woodpecker species present, too, and the target species
proved to be skulkers. The first species was discovered at the end of the first track, and the second
one at the beginning of the second. A number of other species, such as a confident Ferruginous
Pygmy Owl were seen, as well. | also met some locals and they were happy to have a birder there.

Southeast llha Bananal, Tocantins (23rd to 25™ Sept)

The region of Lagoa da Confusdo has a number of sites for birding, but as a birder with a target list,
| focused on the area between Rio Formoso and Rio Javaés. All the distances in the following
paragraphs have been measured from the large Y-fork circle of TO-374, SW of the town (left to
Duere & Gurupi, right to birding). From there on, it is 26.4 km on red gravel to Pousada Praia Alta
entrance road, 18 km to the start (to left, W) of a circular birding route between the rivers, and 4.6
km to the end of that route. Judging by habitats and birds, | would recommend doing the circular
route counter clockwise, rather than the opposite.

The marshy area at Praia Alta entrance (S of it) was rather dry at the time of my visit. Soon after
the access, the habitat did however improve and | scored Araguaia Spinetail there. Along the
dusty route, infested by numerous agribusiness trucks, many common wetland birds could be
closely observed from a car. Standing on the road with a telescope was, however, mostly out of
guestion, because of the heavy traffic. The late hours were spent on the circular route.



In the morning, | started the circular route, again, at KM18, by driving the first 2.2 km to Rio
Formoso. Before the bridge, on the right, promising habitat was spotted. No Bananal Antbirds
could be heard at first light, but as soon as | played my mp3, two males responded, with great
views. On the other side of the bridge, the first Bare-faced Curassow stood on the road (several
later on), next to a party of no less than 40 Blue Ground-doves (thousands of doves were seen in
the area). A little further on, one of a total of seven Chestnut-bellied Guans, two of them small
chicks with an adult, was seen. An Orinoco Goose, said to be reluctant to fly, flew over the fields.

At KM13.5, there is a sharp turn to the left. Overall, the section between KM13 and KM19 was
very good for birds, with herons (e.g. many Rufescent Tiger), Greater Rheas, dozens of Giant and
Grey-necked Wood-rails, rails (one Spotted!) and gallinules, guans, Copper and Pearly-bellied
Seedeaters and many others, not to mention Marsh Deer.

At KM23, a four-way crossroads, it is possible to leave the circular route and keep on driving
forward. The road goes west for 7 km, all the way to the shore of Rio Javaés. | was there in the
middle of the day, but several of the field side tracks, along canals with water, were pretty
productive nevertheless. For a European, it is always rewarding to have close views of Solitary
Sandpipers, for example. By the Rio Javaés, | even spotted a male Manu Antbird, under some
bushes in a wet spot between the track and the river!

Returning to the circular route at KM23, the first 500 m to east, towards Lagoa da Confusdo, were
good for birds on both visits (e.g. an Ash-throated Crake crossing the track at dusk), but the rest of
area along the road proved to be dry and degraded. Only back at Rio Formoso, 500 m before re-
entering the red dust ‘Praia Alta Road’, | scored in the afternoon by parking on the remnants of an
old bridge, on the shore, and observing birds from there.

The best bird there was my only Crimson-fronted Cardinal. It crossed the river low over water and
landed in bushes on the other side. The species was much harder to locate than expected. No sign
of Kaempfer’s Woodpeckers, not even a single call! (It was a short visit, with only one-and-half
days of active observations).

My birding ended with a high note, a very high one indeed, when a mixed party of 250 wintering
seedeaters was discovered at KM18.5, the ‘Praia Alta Road’. The birds ate something on the road,
were flushed off by passing lorries and promptly returned to the road. The party included no less
than 9 species of Sporophila, among them (at least) four Marsh Seedeaters, a male Dark-throated
Seedeater, three male Rufous-rumped Seedeaters and three male Black-bellied Seedeaters.

Unfortunately, a convoy of five lorries (20 km/h) ended my sorting out of the flock, making about
180 birds to leave for good. In the few hasty photos taken, a male Entre Rios Seedeater was later
discovered. A zelichi color morph of Marsh Seedeater perhaps, according to a recent SACC vote,
but still an enigma, really. There are so few Marsh Seedeaters left that the even fewer zelichis are
a challenge to locate, not to mention examine. On the other hand, their distribution is not well
known and it therefore pays to keep one’s eyes open with seedeater parties, especially during the
austral winter. Bradley Davis has seen a somewhat similar seedeater party in the area, too.



P13. The bird thought to be a male Entre Rios Seedeater (more at maailmanpinnat.blogspot.com).

The area was particularly good for general birding. As an example, 14 species of birds of prey were
seen. Hoatzins were common. Overall, | think | did exceedingly well in the short time and also
managed to keep the cost of visiting the area on an affordable level. For me, it was not possible to
even consider staying at the very expensive Pousada Praia Alta. My average daily cost of
accommodation and food was about one tenth of their daily rate.

The drive to Trajanopolis went faster than expected. Between Gurupi and Uruacu, all the way to
BR-080 junction, it was a constant fight with trucks, particularly towards the end. Churrascaria
Sucupiru (recommended), at Campinorte, provided a necessary respite after a particularly
stressful 50 km stretch. BR-080, on the other hand, was a bliss, without potholes and only light
traffic with manners. From Trajanopolis to Brasilia Airport the roads were surprisingly slow and
dusty. My spotless car became dirty again and at Localiza-Hertz another R26 extra cleaning fee
was charged.

w "

P14. A courting pair of Rufescent Tiger-Herons, at Rio Formoso.



FEW NOTES ON DISTRIBUTION

During the visit, | made a surprising number of bird records which did not agree with the
distributional information of Ber van Perlo’s (2009) Birds of Brazil. There are two main reasons for
this: 1) In a decade, deforestation has spread fast, enabling some species to expand their area. 2)
At the time of the writing of the book, information on bird distribution was rather limited in some
cases, especially Roraima.

Here is a list of notable distributional observations, for information:

Roraima

Black-bellied Whistling-duck — common in Roraima.
Buff-necked Ibis — common in Roraima.

Little Blue Heron — an immature at Pedra Pintada.
Harris’s Hawk — an adult north of Rio Uraricoera.

Eared Dove — numerous in Roraima.

White-eyed Tody-tyrant — one at Estrida Perdida, Virua.
Hooded Tanager — a pair at Rio Uraricoera.

Magpie Tanager — a pair at the foot of Serra do Apiau.

Para

White-rumped Swallow — one at Miritituba ferry landing.
Golden-sided Euphonia — party of two at PN do Amazonia.
Yellow-bellied Seedeater — common between Santarém and Boa Vista.
House Sparrow — one at Campo Verde gas station, several at Itaituba.

Minas Gerais
Picui Ground-dove — one at Pirapora ring road.

Distrito Federal

Red-shouldered Tanager — a male with red shoulder patches seen at Candangolandia.
Bahia

Red-shouldered Tanager — a pair at S3o Desiderio. The species is probably overlooked.
Tocantins

Plain Xenops — one at Miracema da Roncadeira.

Cattle Tyrant — one between Rio Javaés and Rio Formoso.

White-browed Meadowlark — about 20 between Rio Javaés and Rio Formoso.
Dark-throated Seedeater — one male at Rio Formoso.

Marsh Seedeater — one pair, a male and a zelichi male at Rio Formoso.
Rufous-rumped Seedeater — three males at Rio Formoso.

Black-bellied Seedeater — three males at Rio Formoso.



P15. In Roraima, many giant bees were often encountered, for example when looking for
hummingbirds at Serra do Tepequem. Docile and harmless, they did not attempt to sting me. | am
not sure if they even have a sting. A sting was, however, attempted later on (see below).

A WORD OF WARNING

Three weeks after return from Brazil, the digital surveillance system of my bank noticed a dubious
transaction on my credit card. The bank sent a sms, enquiring if it was a genuine purchase, or not?

It was not. Somebody had misused my credit information to order things at an US Internet store,
for about USD 138. In this case, the culprit fortunately failed. As usual, it is important to follow
one’s credit card account closely after a visit abroad. | was just planning to check the bills against
my receipts, when the bank made their alert. All the other credit transactions were correct.

It would be futile to try to guess where the break of trust had occurred, after dozens of credit
payments on the road. Airlines, car rentals, accommodations, supermarkets, petrol stations,
restaurants... who knows? Still, it is the first time for me, after three decades of credit card
purchases in 100+ nations, and in the Internet, including a net purchase of a used Mercedes Benz
from Germany!

It is safe, but not 100% secure, even if you handle your card carefully, according to security
guidelines.



